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national treasures safely. What a testa-
ment that is to the Park Police, and to 
the Park Police leadership. How many 
other places, in a major urban area, 
can so many have so much confidence 
on such a regular basis, at all hours of 
the night? In fact, the Park Police are 
so good at what they do, that it is 
sometimes all too easy to take their 
valiant services for granted. 

So in honoring Chief Langston, 
today, we also honor the entire Park 
Police, a full service department with 
over 800 officers and investigators and 
over 100 civilian employees. Among its 
jurisdiction, the Park Police are as-
signed to National Park Service lands, 
parkways, monuments, and memorials 
in Washington, DC, New York City, and 
San Francisco, CA. 

Members of the force are trained at 
the Federal Law Enforcement Training 
Center in Georgia, and provide a com-
plete range of police services from foot 
and cruiser patrols to highly complex 
missions such as search and rescue, 
antinarcotics operations, and dignitary 
protection that includes protecting the 
President of the United States. 

To support its operations, the force 
draws on resources that include award-
winning air, water, and horseback 
units. The Park Police are so renowned 
for their attention to detail that they 
often are called upon by other law en-
forcement agencies to sites often far 
away from their permanent head-
quarters. 

For over three decades, Chief Robert 
Langston has been an active and inte-
gral part of this esteemed and proud 
organization. Indeed, it is from a long 
tradition of police personnel who are of 
his high caliber that the Park Police 
have drawn their source of pride in 
their competence and their quality. 

Chief Langston began his career with 
a bachelor of science degree in crimi-
nology from Florida State University. 
He started work as a Park Police pa-
trolman covering foot, cruiser and mo-
torcycle assignments. Even with the 
challenge of full-time police duty and a 
young family, he continued his edu-
cation at the University of Virginia 
with master level courses in police ad-
ministration, and at the FBI Academy 
in Quantico, VA. He was promoted to 
sergeant in 1971 with service in the 
training branch and later in the oper-
ations division as a patrol sergeant. In 
1973, he was promoted to lieutenant 
and served as shift commander before 
accepting command of the communica-
tions section. He was promoted again, 
in 1975, to the rank of captain, and as-
signed as watch commander in the Na-
tional Park Service’s Southeast Re-
gion. Upon returning to Washington, 
he served as commander of the oper-
ations division’s central district, and 
was promoted to major. His upward 
progress only continued, and he was se-
lected as deputy chief in charge of the 
field offices division. In 1988, he became 

the assistant chief of police, and was 
named Chief of Police in 1991. 

After nearly a decade of service as 
chief, Bob Langston still is the same 
gentleman of great enthusiasm and 
commitment that shows through in ev-
erything he does. His selfless dedica-
tion to duty has been thoroughly time-
tested and consistently proven 
throughout each stage of his career. 
Even when resources were stretched 
and duty was intense, he calmly pro-
vided direction and oversight for the 
department. Through some of the most 
trying times literally in our Nation’s 
history, Chief Langston always did 
much more than his duty. 

Through it all, he stayed active in 
professional and civic organizations, 
such as the International Association 
of Chiefs of Police, the D.C. and Mary-
land Chiefs of Police Association, and 
the Federal Law Enforcement Training 
Commission, to name only a few. Here, 
too, he willingly accepted the call to 
leadership, and served as president of 
the FBI National Academy Associates, 
and a member of the Bethesda-Chevy 
Chase Rescue Squad for over 40 years, 
with 15 years as rescue squad president. 

Chief Langston has gained much rec-
ognition for his service and exceptional 
efforts as part of the U.S. Park Police. 
He has been awarded the regional di-
rector’s award for excellence as well as 
the Marshals Service award for out-
standing service and the State Depart-
ment’s diplomatic service award for 
outstanding service. 

For all his professional achieve-
ments, Chief Robert Langston is most 
admired and respected for simply being 
a kind, decent human being who never 
let rising through the ranks cloud his 
eyes from seeing things from the grass-
roots perspective as well as from the 
bird’s eye view. His associates know 
him as a seasoned professional and his 
subordinates know him as a mentor; 
but, his neighbors know him simply as 
a trusted friend, and his wife Beverly, 
son Robert and daughter Kellie know 
him as a caring husband and faithful 
father. All who know Bob Langston 
know him as an upstanding Christian 
man of sterling integrity who is a role 
model in all that he does. 

I know his colleagues, friends and 
family join me today when we say to 
Chief Robert Langston, thank you for 
staying the course and thank you for 
helping mold and maintain the Park 
Police into one of the truly great po-
lice forces of our Nation. In an unpre-
dictable world, Chief Langston and the 
men and women of the Park Police do 
their duty with a diligence that is de-
pendable, supporting us and keeping us 
safe to enjoy sacred symbols of free-
dom that the Department of the Inte-
rior, the National Park Service, and 
the U.S. Park Police both protect and 
in fact embody for the people of Amer-
ica and for the future of our Nation.

THE THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF 
CONGRESS’S CREATION OF AM-
TRAK 

Mr. CLELAND. Mr. President, Yes-
terday marked the thirtieth anniver-
sary of Congress’s creation of Amtrak. 
Congress acted then because we real-
ized that along with cars and planes, 
passenger rail was a vital part of Amer-
ica’s transportation future. Today the 
need for passenger rail is greater than 
ever. All across this great land, trav-
elers are facing gridlock not only on 
our highways but we are quickly ap-
proaching it in our skies too. 

I believe many Americans are grow-
ing tired of spending so many hours 
stuck in traffic, or hanging around air-
port terminals. They want an alter-
native, now. 

Fortunately, there is an alternative 
to growing gridlock and ‘‘winglock.’’ It 
is called high-speed passenger rail, and 
it is a way of traveling that is pleasant 
and easy, and allows travelers to make 
the most of their valuable time. 

So far, high-speed rail exists only in 
the Northeast. But Amtrak’s vision is 
to build a national passenger railroad 
system consisting of many regional 
high-speed corridors linked by long-dis-
tance service. This plan will bring an-
other option to the American business 
traveler, commuter and tourist no 
matter where they live. 

That is why I strongly support the 
High Speed Rail Investment Act of 
2001. It will provide Amtrak with what 
our highways and airports already 
have: a source of long-term capital 
with which to build the high-speed rail 
corridors of the future. 

With high-speed rail, we can give 
travelers the choices they deserve, and 
improve our over burdened transpor-
tation system. Passage of the High 
Speed Rail Act of 2001 isn’t just in Am-
trak’s interest; it is in America’s inter-
est. 

f 

THE MUSCULAR DYSTROPHY CARE 
ACT 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to join the distinguished Sen-
ators from Minnesota and Maine, Mr. 
WELLSTONE and Ms. COLLINS, in the in-
troduction of the Muscular Dystrophy 
Community Assistance, Research, and 
Education Act. 

I have worked with them over the 
past several months to develop this 
legislation. 

The Muscular Dystrophy CARE Act 
will help ensure that federal agencies 
are coordinating muscular dystrophy 
initiatives. The bill will create three 
Centers of Excellence under the Na-
tional Institutes of Health. These cen-
ters will conduct basic and clinical re-
search that will help move scientific 
discoveries from the laboratory to the 
bedside. The act also ensures that the 
Centers of Disease Control and Preven-
tion will conduct basic epidemiological 
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